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Whatlenni cur youth si read * but to refine 
The homely rices of thur nrti ve land ? JAyi. 5 /^/n §V/ffr, 
He who foioUrns in a fore gn country, refers what lie fees 
|- ;i hears at road’, to tue iiaie ot things at he me, Jittei b. Sei hi* 
4, hi all directions, this way and that. 

Full 111 the mjdft of this infernal road. 

An dm difplavs her dufky arm $ abroad* Dryd* J irg . ALn. vi. 
5* Without, not within. 

Bodies politic, being fubjedl, as much as natural , to djflo- 
ha tun, by divers meaih, there are undoubted iy more ftates 
overthrown through difeafes bred within themiclves, than 
through violence horn ab: ■■ad. Hooker, Dedication. 

To ABROGATE, v a . [drogh Lat] To take away from 
a law its force ; to repeal, to annul. 

Such law s, as hat c been made upon fpechl occafions, which 
occailons celling, laws of that kind do abrogate the mi elves. 

Hooker^ b. iv* § 14* 

The negative precepts of men may ceafe by many inftru- 
ments, by contrary cuftoim, by public difrelifh, by long o- 
i ruffian ■ but ihe negative precepts of God never can ceafe, 
but when they arc exp re fl 3 abrogated by the fame authority. 

layhts Rule of living holy. 
Abrogation. n*f [abrogation Lat] The act of abrogat- 
ing > the repeal of a law, 

i he com mi dinners from the confederate Roman catholics, 
demanded the abrogation and repeal of all thofe laws, which 
were in force againft the cxcrcife of the Roman religion. 

Clarendon, b. viii. 

To Abro'ok. v. a. [from Do hook, with a foperabundant, a 
word not in ufe] To brook, to Lear, to endure. 

Sweet Ndl> ill can thy noble mind air 00k 
The abjjVL people gazing on thy face 
With env ious looks, itill laughing at thy fiiame. 

Shakefpectred Henry VI. p- U. 
ABRUPT- ady. [abrupt uSy Lat.] Broken oil. 

1. Broken, craggy. 

Rehftlds, roaring, dreadful, down it comes 
From the rude mountain, and the molly wild, 

T undoing through rocks abrupt. Thomjens JVinUr* 

2, Divided, w ithout any thing intervening. 

Or fpread his airy flight. 

Upborn with indefatigable wings. 

Over the vail abrupt y ere be arrive 
The happy ifle. HP; It on s Puradife Lofl > b, ii- /. 4 ° 9 * 

5. Sudden, without the cuffomary or proper preparatives. 

My lady craves 

To know the cauic of your abrupt departure* 

Shdkifpeari s Henry \ I. 
The abrupt and unkind breaking off the two fir ft parlia- 
ments, was wholly imputed to the duke of Buckingham. Gla?\ 
Abrupt^ with eagle- fpeed flie cut the iky ; 

Inftant invifibie to mortal eye. 

Then full he recogniz'd life ethereal gueft. Popes OdyJJ, \ b . h 
4. Unconnected, 

The abrupt ftile, which hath many breaches, and doth not 
ftem to end but fall, Ben. Jsfonfon's D if every. 

Abru'p i sl n, ad;, [abrupt it'*, Lat a word little in ufe*] Broken 
eft fuddcnly. 

The efk£isof whofe aflivity arc not pr cci pi ton fly abruptcd y 
but gradually proceed to their ceflktions. 

Broun s Vulgar Err our b* vi. 10* 
ft tvr tr'pTiO;N. n.f [abruption Lat.] Breaking off, violent and 

hidden reparation. 

Thofi which arc indofed in ftonc, marble, or fuch other fo- 
Ird matter, being difficultly ieparable from it, hecaufe of its 
adhdion tci all fide 3 of them, have commonly feme or that 
matter ftill adhering to them, or at leaft marks of its abrup- 
tion from them, on all their idles, fVoedward's Nat. Hi/L p, 4. 
Abr u v 1 lv. cJv. [See Abrup r.j Haftily, without the due 
forms of preparation. 

The fiveetnefs of virtue's difpofition, jealous even over it- 
fdf, fuffered her not to enter abruptly into queftions of Mufi- 
durus. Sidney^ h/\u 

Now miffing from their joy fo lately found. 

So lately found, and lb abruptly gone. Par. Regain. 1. ii. 
They both of them punctually obferved the time thus a- 
greed upon, and that in whatever company or bufinefs they 
were engaged, they left it abruptly* as focm as the clock warned 
them to retire. Addifen. Sped at or y N 241, 

A ft u ■ p t N 1 s 3, n. f [ from abrupt*] 

1. An abrupt manner, baftc, fuddennefs, untimely vehemence. 

1 he Hate of an abrupt tiling ; unconnebtedncfs, rough at* ft, 
cmeginef 

The cryftaDized hollies found in the perpendicular intervals, 
are eafdy known from dude that are lodged in the lima. The 
former hav e always their root, as the jewellers call it, which is 
only the ahruptnej^ at the end of the body whereby it adhered 
to the il ;x, or fides of the intervals ; which abrupt mfs is 
cAufeb by ic being broke oh from the fa iJ 1 1 one, 

/ / oodimrtFs Natural Hi /lory y p 4 , 
A'bs :j so [alfi #x, Lat,] A morbid cavity in the body 1 a tu- 
mour filled with matter j a teim of Lhirur^ery, 
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If the patient is not relieved, nor dies in eight days, the in- 
flammation ends in a fuppuratroxi and an abfefs in the lungs* 
and fometimes in feme other part of the body. Arbufh . cf D Ht 
Lmdanus conjectured it might be lome hidden abfctjs in tfo 
mufentcry, which, breaking fome few d, ; > after, was difeovered 
to be an apoftem of the mefentery . Harvey on Ckrf.?rp tl0lih 
To AbscFnxj. v . &n To Cut off, either in 4 natural or figura- 
tive fenfe. 

ABSCPSSA. [Lat.] Part of the diameter of a conic feflion 
intercepted between the vertex and a kmi -ordinate. 
Abscission, n.f [abfciffio y Lat,J 

1. The act of cutting oft, 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente renders the Hfaffim of tfem 
difficult enough, and not without danger. // jumps Aa ;y 4 

2. The ffate of being cut off. 

By ceffation of oracles, with Montacutius, v c may under 
Hand this intercillon, not abfcijfmi y or canfummate defolation* 

Br&ivns Vulgar Errors^ b t vi. c. 12. 
To ABS CO NI)p v* //* [aljcond , Lat j To hide one s fuf , 1 0 
retire from the public view : generally ufed of perfons in debt 
or criminals eluding the law. 

A b s c c/n d e r . 71 ,f [ i rum ahjmul ] The perign tiiat abfeonds. 

Absence, tuf [See Absent.] 

j# The ftutc ot being abfent, oppofed to prefence. 

Sir, kis fit 

You have firong party tq defend your fdf 

By calmnefs, or by abfatce : all's in danger, Shakefp. Gorki 

His friends beheld, and pity "d him in vain. 

For what advice can eafe a lover's pain ? 

Alfence , the beft expedient they could find. 

Might lave the fortune, if not cure the mind. Dryd. Fuh. 
2* Want of appearance, in tine legal fenfe* 

A If mi e is of a touriold kind or fpecies. The fir ft is z ne- 
ccflar y alfence } as in ban ithed perfons j this is entirely nccefi 
iary. A iecond, neceflary and voluntary ; as, upon the ac- 
count of the commonwealth, or in the fervkc of the church. 
The third kind the civilians call a probable abfence \ as, that 
of ftudents on the ieore of ftudy. And the fourth, an abjmt 
entirely voluntary j as, on the account of trade, merchandife, 
and the like. Some add a fifth kind ol abfence , which is com- 
mitted cum Mo Cf eu/pby by a man's non-appearance o i a elu- 
tion ; as, in a contumacious perfbn, who, in hatred to his con- 
tumacy, is, by the law, in ionic rdpefib, reputed as a perfon 
prefen L Ayliffes Par ergon Juris Cmonku 

You have given no differ tation upon the abfence of lovers, 
nor laid down any methods how they fhould fupporx them- 
felves under thoic fqparations* Add; fen. Special or , X J 241, 

3. Inattention, heedldlncis, neglect ot the prefent objeth 

I continued my walk, reflecting on the little abjhues and 
diftradiions of mankind. Addifen . Spc^Iator^ N p 77. 

4. It is ufed with the particle from. 

His abfence from his mother oft hell mourn. 

And, with his eyes, look wifhes to return. Dryd Jiw.SatXu 
A'B SENT. ad). \abfem y Lat. ] 

1. Not prefent j ufed with the particle from. 

In fpring thefteld , in autumn hills I love ; 

At morn the plains, at noon the fhady grove ; 

But Delia always ■ abfent from her fight, 

Nor plains at morn, nor groves at noon delight. Pope’sPaJL 

Where there is advantage to be given. 

Both more and Ids have given him the revolt ; 

And none ferve with him but conftrained things, 

Whofe hearts arc abfent too. Shahjpeare s Macbeth. 

Whether they were abfent or prefent, they were vexed a- 
like. IVifcL xl, 1 r. 

2. Abfent in mind, inattentive ; regardlefs of the prefen t object. 

I diftmguifh a man that is abfent ^ becaufe he thinks offome- 
thing elfe, from him that is abfent ^ hecaufe he thinks of no- 
thing. Addifen. Spt£hiiQt\ N° 77- 

To Ab seTt. v. a. To withdraw, to forbear to come into 

prefence. 

If thou didftever hold me in thy heart, 

Abfent thee from felicity a while, 

And in this harih world draw thy breath in pain. 

To tell my talc. Shake fpearc s Hamid* 

But if thou think' ft trial unfought may find 
Us both fecurer, than thus warn’d thou feem’ft. 

Go— for thy flay, not free, a r feats thee more. 

Milton s Paradi fee Lojl , b. ix. L 3^2. 

Tlio’ I am forc'd, thus to abfent inyfelf 
From all I love, I fliall contrive fome means, 

Some friendly Intervals* to viik tliee. 

Southern $ Spartan Dame* 
The Aren go, however, is ftill called together in cafes of ex- 
traordinary importance j anti if, after due fummons, any mem- 
ber alfents hi udelf, he is to be fined to the \ .due of about a 
penny Englifii. Addifen s Remarks on Italy* 

A ti b t n r aX e ous. adn Rel at in g to abfence j abfent. DtP. 
Acs f. nth' j . n. J m He that h abfent from his ftation or employ' 
rnenf, or country. A word ufed commonly w'ith regard to 
Irifhmcn living our of theft country. 

Then 
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Yhfn wa- the nrft fiatute jpade agatnft cbjintm, 


, command- 

a« fiScMIand in Ireland, to return and rdide therc- 
w 1 Sir John Davies cn Ireland. 

l ' P A meat part of eftates in Ireland arc owned by aijet.tee r, and 

(J, s, drjvv ovc, < 1 * profit, railed our of Wand, r<!r.nd,n S 
i Lien r Child's D/jtSurJe on Trade. 


Lat. wormwood, j 

Did. 


nothing. 

Absi'nth iated. [from abjsnthtum , 

Imbittercd, impregnated with wormwood 

J'RS IS. See JPS/S. , 

To Art />T. «. ». [Mijlo. Lat.] To fend oft, to leave on. Did. 

To ABSO LVE, v. a. [ahjolvo, Lat._] 

j. To dear, to acquit of a crime m a judicial feme. 

Your great good] ids, out ot holy pity, 

A r Pok'd him with an axe. Shahfpeares Henry \ IL. 

Our vigors, bleft in peace* forget tlieir wars* 

Enjoy paft dangers, and mfelve the liars- T y. ma 

As he hopes, and gives out, by die influence of his wealth, 
to be here id joked \ in condemning this man, you have an op- 
portunity of belying that general fcaiidal, of redeeming the 
credit loft by former judgments- Swift s Mifedkntes. 

2. To fee free from an engagement or promife. 

Compdrd by threats to take that bloudy oath, 

And the act ilfi I am abfeh'd by both. Waller $ Maul s Trag. 
This command, which muft necefliu ily comprehend the per- 
fon^ of our natural fathers, muft mean a duty we owe them, 
diftm£t from our obedience to the magistrate, and from which 
the moil abfoltite power of princes cannot abjc. je us. Lode* 

3. Fo pronounce a fin remitted, in the ccclchaliicul lenle* 

But all is calm in this eternal ileep ; 

Here grief forgets to groan, and love to weep ^ 

Ev’n fuperftition lofes ev’ry fear j 

For God, not man, abfolves our frail lies here. 

Popes Ehfa to Abelard. 

4. To finifia, to complete. 

If that which is fo fuppofbd infinitely diftant from what is now 
current, is diftant from us by a finite interval, and not infinite- 
ly, dicn that one circulation which preceded it, and muft ne- 
ccilarijy he like ours, and confequentJy a b f reed in the 1 pace of 
twenty-four hours- llale s Origin ej j, M ankind. 

What can fc 
Mov’d the creator, in his holy reft 
Through all eternity, fo late to build 
In chaos ; and the work begun, how f on 
Aifdvd. Milton s Par ad fe Lff k vii. L 94* 

N P 5 L U T I . ad \ [a {faint us ^ Lit. ] 
j. Complete; applied as well to perfons as things. 

Becaufe the things that proceed from him arc perfect, with- 
out any manner of deleft or maim ; it cannot be, but that the 
words of his mouth are a: joints and lack nothing which they 
fhould have, for peiformance of that tiling where unto they 
tend* Hooker , b. ii, § 6. 

2* Unconditional-; as, an ai flute promife. 

Although it runs in forms ahfeiute, yet it is indeed conditio- 
nal, as depending upon the qualification of the perfon to whom 
it is pronounced* Soutlfs Sermons, 

3* Not relative ; as, abfehrfc fpace. 

1 foe flill the diftmetiuns of fovercign and inferior, of abfolute 
and relative worfhip, will bear any man out in the worihip of 
anj creature with refpedt to God, as well at leaft as it doth in 
tiie worihip of images. Stildngfe. Dtf of Dife. cn Rmu IdoL 
An abfolute mode h that which belongs to its fubjedt, with- 
out re fp Lift to any other beings whatfoever : but a relative mode 
is derived from die regard tliat one being has to others. 

iPulids Logic* 

In this fenfe we fpeak of the ablative cate at flute in grammar* 
4, Not limited ; as, ab flute power. 

My crown is abfolute , and holds oi none ; 

I cannot in a bale lubjeSlon 1 1 ye. 

Nor fuffer you to take, though I would give. Dryd. hid , Emp. 
5* Pofitive, certain, without any hefitatiun. In this fenfe it rarely 

occurs. 

Long is it fincc I faw him. 

But time hath nothing blur rid thofe lines of favour, 

\\ hich then he wore ; the fnatchea in hb voice, 
ft nd burft of fpeaking were as his : I’m af bluti\ 

TVns very Cloten. Sijaktj pears s Cymbchue* 

What i his ilrcngth by ! and ? — * 

• — Great and increafiny : but by fea 
Fie is an a/ flute mafic r. Shakejpeards Antony and Cleopatra . 
AfosOLUT tLY. adv. [from alfAuie.\ 

1 . Co m pi c fe 1 \ , w 1 tl iou t rel ii i c i ion . 

All the contra diftiom which grow in thofe minds, that nei- 
thcr alfelutdy climb the rock of virtue, nui freely fink into the 
fen of vanity* Sidney . 

What merit they can build upon having joined with a pro 
tefbnt army, under a king they acknowledged, to defend their 
own liberties and propei tie-, is, to me, abfdutdy inconceivable ; 
snd, I believe, will equally be fo for ever* Swift's Fresh. Pin. 

2, Vi feheut relation* 

JiijtkHtuy we cannot difeommcml, we cannot abfolute h ap- 
prove either wiitingnefe to five, t r forwardnefs to die, ^ 1 

Hooker ) /. v. 
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Thcfe then being the perpetual caufo of zeal; the greateft 
good, or the greateil e\ il ; either abfclutely fo in tiicmfeh • or 
relatively fo to us ; it is therefore good to be zealoufly .llteeiea 
for the one agamft the other. ^I' rat 1 Strmxs. 

No fenfible quality, as light, and colour, and beat, and 
found, can be fubiiifont in the bodies themfelves, al-jdutely con- 
fidered, without a relation to our eyes and ears, and other or- 
cr.ms of fenfe. Thefe qualities are only the effefts of our fen- 
^tion, which arife from the different motions, upon our nerves, 
from objects without, according to their various modifications 
and politions. Bentley s St’i mans. 

3. Without limits or dependance. 

Thu prince long time had courted foi tunes love. 

But, once poffiffifd, did abfelutely reign : 

Thus, with their Amazons, the heroes ftrove, 

And conquer’d firft thofe beauties they would gain.^ 

Drydens Annus H Hr a lids* 

4. Without condition* 

And of that nature, for the moft part, are tilings H feint ely 
unto all mens feilvation necefEury, either to be held or denied, 
either to be done or avoided. Hooker $ Preface,. 

j. Peremptorily, pofitively. 

Being as I am, why dldft not thou 
Command me abfelutely not to go, 

Going into fuch danger, as thou feidfl ? Parad* LoJ}^ b . ix* 

Absoluteness, n.f [from abfolute*} 

j. Compieatnefs. 

2. Freedom from dependance, or limits. 

The abfoluienefe and illimitednefe of his commiffion was ge- 
nerally much fpoken of* Clarendon^ b. \ iii- 

There is nothing that can raife a man to that generous ab~ 
folutenefe of londition, as neither to cringe, to lawn, or to de- 
pend meanly ; but that which gives him that happinefs with- 
in himfelf, for which men depend upon othci * Souths Scrnu 

3. Defpoticifm- 

He kept a ftralt hand on his nobility, and chofe rather to 
advance clergymen and lawyers, which were more obfequious 
to him, but had left mtcreft in the people \ wh’ch made for 
his abfelutenefe , but not for his fokty. Bacons Henry \ i. 

Absolution, n.f [ahjblutwy Lat.] 

1. Acquittal. 

Abfelutim^ in the civil law, imports a full acquittal of a 
perfon by feme final fen fence of law ; a]fu, a temporary dife 
charge of his farther attendance upon a mdne procefs, through 
a failure or defect in pleading ; as it doc> like wife in the canon 
law, where, and among divines, it likewife fignifies a relaxa- 
tion of him from the obligation of feme fentence pronounced 
either in a court of law, or elfe in for o pcenitentiali* Thus 
there is, In this kind of law, one kind of at [elution^ termed 
judicial, and another, filled a declaratory or extrajudicial alfe- 
lution* Ayliffts Par ergon Juris CmoniJ. 

2. The remiftion of fins, or penance, declared by ecddiaftical 
authority, 

f Fhe abfeluttsm pronounced by a prieflr, whether paplft or 
pfoteftant, is not a certain infallible ground to give the per- 
fon, fo abfolved, confidence towards God. South's Sermons. 

Absolutory- adu [aifeiutorius, Lat,] That which abfolves. 
Though an abfelutory fentence fhould be pronounced in fa- 
vour of the perfons, upon the account of nearnefs of blood ; 
yet, if adultery ihall afterwards be truly proved, he may be 
again proceeded ngainft as an adulterer. Ayltffes Pam gem. 

A jl ^ s o n ant. adj. [ See A B s on o u s , j Contrary to reafon , wide 
from the purpofe. 

AT son ou . . adj . [alfenuS) Lat. ill-founding.] Abfurd, contrary 
to reafon. 

To fuppofe an uniter of a middle conftitution, that fhould 
partake ot lomc of the qualities of both, is unwarranted by 
any of our faculties j yea, moll aifencus to our reafon. 

Glanviilds Scrpjh Siientifeca f c. 4. 

To Abso'rb. v. a* [abferbec, Lat. preter, abjorhed \ part. pret. 
ab fried , or abfrpt. ] 

1* 1 o.faallow up. 

Some tokens fhew 

Of fearlcfe friendfhip, and then finking mates 
Suilain ; vain love, tlio* laudable, abforpt 
By a fierce eddy, they together found 
The vaft profundity. Phillips. 

Mofes imputed the deluge to the difruption of the abyfs j 
and St. Peter, to the particular conlUtution of that earth, 
which made it obnoxious to be aiferpt in water. Burn. livery. 

2 . Tq luck up. See Absorbent- 

Suppofmg the iorementioned confomption fhould prove fo 
durable, as to al forb and extenuate the feud fanguine parts to 
an extreme degree, it is evident, that the fundamental parts 
muft necefuridy come into danger. Harvey on Ccnjumptims. 

Absc/rkent, n. f [abferbcrjy Lat.] 

A medidne th.it, bv the foftutfs or porofity of its parts, 
either caufes the i*l panties of pungent humours, or dries away 
fuperfiuous moitture in the body . ± Quincy. 

There is a third clafs of iubftanees, commonly called abfer-* 
befit i ; as, the* various kinds oi ihcdls, coral, ch*.lk, crabs eyes, 
krt. which like wile raife arteffervcfcence, and arc therefore 

called 
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